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" PROMENADE 1, " 

Official organ of the American Square Dance Group 

"The purpose of the A nerican Square Dance Group 
shall ho to make availahlo those rich storos of nativo 
danco,nusic, drama and genoral Americana,which together 
comprise American folk culturo;to conduct such activities 
without regard for raco,color,crood,social position; 
to cooperato with thoso who hold similar viows. " 

A«S.D.G. Constitution 


BOBSCRIPTIONS 

$1.00.....yearly 

$ .15..... single nailod copy 


"Promenade 11 is pahlishcd monthly with one special 
Summer Edition. 

EDITORIAL STAFF 
llargot Mayo 

od copy Judith Altstadt 

Vita Rudikoff 


Copyright 1942 by 

The Amorican Squaro Dance Group,inc. 


ADDRESS 

1657 Broadway,N.Y.C. 
MU6-4637 


A HEW SEASON 


July,August and Soptemhor have flown by like .the wind. The members of the 
ASDG aro returning to tho city and reporting in for action. It>8 fun to got 
together and have requests for favorite dancos"that I*ve boon dioing to dance 
all summer". 

Tho Group had rehearsals all sunmor.and inspitc of tho city hoat wo onjoyod 
our evenings of dancing. The Group filled the usual numbor of summer engagements 
and tho members who were out of town made tho usual valiant attempts at collect¬ 
ing folic natorial for Promonado. Howover,this year,gas and tire rationing played 
havoc with their efforts. It*s not so easy to get arounl those days,all of us 
discovered,and those who romained in tho city found that Saturday night oxpoditiens 
into the country in quest of square dances wore a thing of tho past. So please, 
send in matorial so that Promenade will not suffer from malnutrition. Articlos, 
songs,tunes and dances,notices of square dances and other Group mootings around 
the entire country will bo groatly appreciated . 

The mombors of the ASDG arc much like tho proverbial "largo happy family" 
good friends,follcs who arc always willing and anxious to help out in a difficulty. 
Of course,we havo our little troubles and squabbles,like any family ,but on tho 
wholo,wc are a pretty closo sort of Group. When an "old timer" in tho Group is 
going away,everybody feels sort of low and lonosomo like. This past season, 
several of our boys havo left tom, for one reason or anothor, either to join in 
armed service,to take up now jobs in Washington or to attend out -of-town colleges. 
And each parting is a sad moment for thoso of us who stay behind. Now,again,wo 
must say"so long ,it>s beon good to know ye" to a member of the Group,this time, 
to a chap who lias boon an active and' very dependable nembor of tho Group for some 

three or more years. It*s kind of hard to write a good bye to Bob Simon,with hi3 

wonderful quiet sense of humor,his quick sympathy and undorstending,his smile. 

it’s hard for us to put into words how we feel about him,and it*s silly to say 
that wo miss him. He knows that,we believe,just as he always understands.We are 
not afraid for Bobby,he*11 get a long whereover ho is,for he always does his job, 
does it well and without complaining. Bobby will bo alright and it gives us a 

‘warm kind of felling knowing that boys like Bob are in our armed forcesJBut wo do 

feel sorry for ourselves, because wo know how very much we shall miss him,All we 






can say is, "Bobby,you're pretty important to us,you're part of this crazy Group 
of ours,very much a part of this Group,so please forgive us for sounding sentimental- 
\7c aro proud of you,proud to havo had .you with us and sorry to part with you even 
for a short tino (we hope). Take care of yourself» V?e know you'll do your job, 
and do it well. And hurry hack? 'tfo J 2 1 ho waiting for your return so wo can shout 
to your that famous old rally cry oj the ASDG, "ALLEMANDE" 

cuvc^cr^ 

So IAS CA.-7; 

(collected by Alar- Swart? in Florida as played hy Alderman Keene) 









! 'BA:-:<r.i7:t3 nair* 

(collected by Donald 7<»n£e3”.n in Old Forge, N.Y., 
called by i.r.oy Kraetz; 

FORMATION: square set 


MUSI02 Big-eared Mule or Turkey in the Straw 


INTRODUCTION: "honor your partners,honor your corners" 
A) Circle left halfway then turn about 
Circle left inside out 


CALLS 2 


CHORUS; 


1) All four gents out to the right 
Swing that girl with all your might 

2) Once more I repeat my call 

On to the next and swing her all 

3) Now gents swing the Backstairs Maid 
And when you*re through, promenade. 

Take her back where she belongs. 

(the daaco is t repeated until the gents promenade with 
their original partners) 

4) Do-si-do your corners, do-si-do your own 

5) Swing your partner once around and promenade her homo. 


DESCRIPTION: 

A) Circle left halfway around,drop bands and face out,turning 
to your left, then join ■lands and circle back to placo. 


1) All the four gents go oat to the lady on their right and swing 
her. 

2) All four gents on to the next lady and swing her. 



3) All four gents now go back to the first lady they Bwung before 
and then promenade around the sot,passing their own places 
and going to the ladies place. 

4) Gents face thoir left hand ladies and they both walk around 

f\_each othor,back to back.This is repeated with partners. 

5) The gents swing their partners once around gnd promenade 
around to thoir original places in the set. 





"GiiE.Vi GRATo Icil )' 1 

(collected by Donald Jamieson in Old Forgo,N.T..called by Andy Emetz) 
F0R1.!ATI0N: square sot 
MUSIC: Great Grand Dad 


INTRODUCTION: "honor your partners,honor your corners" 

A) Circle left inside in and your outside out 

Halfway round then vurn about and circle left,inside out. 


CALLS: 


CHOHUS: 


LAST CHORUS: 


1) First couple go round the outside, lady "gee" and tho gont"haw" 

2) Meet your lady and do-si-do 

3) Circle four with the couple bolow 

4) I'll swing yours and you swing mine 

5) You swing yours and 1 1 11 swing mine 

6) Swing her home 

7) Allemande left and grand right and left,when you meet your 
partner promenade her home. 

(the calls and chorus aro repeated for oach couplo in turn) 

8) Allemande left,grand right and left,when you moot your partner, 
swing her home. 


DESCRIPTION: 

A) All join hands and circlo left,when halfway round drop hands, 
turn outwards (turning to the left) join hands and circle 
left,back to place. 

l) The first gent goes to his loft and the lady to the right 
around the outside of the sot. 


2) They movo bad: to back when they moet at tho othor side. 

3) Tho opposite couplo(tho third couplo) pivots around in place 
and circles left with the activo couple,once around. 

4) Each gent then swing his opposite lady 

5) Then ho swings his own lady 

6) The head couplo swings to their placo through tho ccntor of 
the sot-while tho foot cbuplo swings in placo. 

7) All four gonts faco tho lady on their loft,giving hor thoir 
loft hands.They walk around tho ladios back to thoir partners. 
Thoy give their right hand to their partnors, then walk past 
thorn giving the next lady in line their left hand and so on 
alternating hands -until thoy reach their partners. Then they 
promenade back to place. 

8) Tho gonts moot their partnors and swing them to place. 



"RED RIVER" 


(collected, by Don and Stuart Jamieson in the Adirondacks) 































BOCK KS7LE7 



IT'S FUU TO SQUARE DANCE 
Southern Appalachian calle and figuros by 

Bascon Lamar Lunsford and Georgo Myors Stephens 
pub....Stephens' Press,Asheville,N.C. 

Here is a pamphlet which in a little over fifteen 
pages describes the' 1 Southern Running Sot" about which so 
little has been written. It is very interesting to read, 
and the directions- aro clour,conploto,and oasy to follow 
for thoso who nay have hud few or even no previous exper¬ 
iences in square dancing. To make it even sinplor there aro 
photographs and diagrams of all the dance figuros in the book. 
Tho photographs and diagrams show the oven couples in light clothos 
and tho odd couples in dark clothes consistently throughout the book 
which cakes it ovon sinplor to follow. At the back of the b oole the authors 
give sone very pertinent information about nusic for dancing,and recommend under 
records our album of R unning Sot3,Decca #374 among the very few sources of 
authentic rocordod Appalachian folic nusic. Recognition from such an outstanding 
authority as Mr. Lunsford is gratifying to us and wo deeply approciato his 
mentioning tho .American Squaro-Dance Group records. In passing, may wo add that 
the tunes and calls used in this album were collected by Margot Mayo in the 
very section of the South whero Mr. Lunsford lives. 

Mr. Lunsford is the director of tho Annual Mountain Dance and 
Folk Festival held in Asheville, North Carolina, about mid-summer every yoar. 

We think that this is one of the few real folk festivals still hold in this 
country. Last summer Promenade enthusiastically reviewod this wortb-whilo 
festival, and though nono of us could attond it thi3 yoar we have hoard from 
thoso who did attond it that it was certainly as fine as evor. Mr. Lunsford 
knows his subject very thoroughly and his booklot is a wclcomo addition to tho 
limitod library of Amorican folic dance. 

So, if you really want to Acquire a'thorough'understanding of 
tho American folic danco, this book covers a typo of danco which rnuat not be 
overlooked. 

****** 


Wo soo that Joseph Marais has published a book of some fourteen songs of 
the African Veldt. He is al long-time favorite of ours and wo always enjoy his 
songs. Shirmors is tho publisher. 

*-* **** 

Oh yes, imagine our forgetting,.-.. Joseph Marais 1 songs have been made 

up by Decca. We're tired of doin.: ail the •voik. so those of you that aro 

interested.YOU loo.'; up tho Album Number-, 

****** 







NOTES OP INTEREST 


With tho Autumn comes the exodus of the college students, 
leaving always a great gap in the ASDG. Pat Diska and 
Phyllis return to their respective colleges for their 
sophmore years;Maizie Gussakoff.Rose Janet Frumea.Joe 
Rahen and Gene Levitt all departing hence to tackle the 
new world of college life. Good luck,kids,we*11 miss you, 
hut then we*11 he seeing you at vacation time anyway. 

Don't forget all about square dancing whilo you're awayj 

The ASDG appeared this summer at various performances,including a "return 
engagement" at the Dancing Masters of America Convention,another repeat performance, 
at Lake Mohegan.an appearance at the Lucille Stoddart Dance Convention,and numerous 
benefits for the USO and Russian War Relief. 

Occupational Index, Luc. of N.T. C. sends us • tho now3 about 
the roloase- of a six page booklot on '"Occupations in Music" 

It offors suggestions for those who know music as a hobby 
and who might be interested in turning this hobby into a 
careor.lt should prove of intero3t to teachers,camp coui>- 
solors and group leaders. Single'copies are 25^. This is 
one of a series covering 67 different occupations. 

Another Departure 

Sinse writing the editorial for this issue ,we have discovered that another member 
of tho group has left for tho army* Walter Folkoff, who has been in the group for 
many years , who worked hard and long in the interests of tho ASDG, has left us, 
for a while , to turn his attention to bigger things. 

It is not easy to say goodbyo to a chap you practically "brung up", whom you 
fought continuously and on whom you doponded completely. Walter wa3 tho guy who 
did tho dirty work around tho studio, mending things painting scrubbing, etc.Wo 
still romombor his giving up a Thanksgiving vacation to go dowh to tho studio do 
somo work or other. Evon if wo said "Thanks , Walter , for all you'vo done" it 

ouldn't bogin to cover the situation......so just tako it easy, Folkoff, 

and hurry back/ 




Hows from tho Boys 

Alan Swartz.in tho final stagos of his training in the Army Air Corps, 

and doing a fine job. 

P<5to Secgor... also in tho Air Corps, as is Willie , also Toffio. Babe Z. is in 
training for tho Naval Aii* Corps . 

No nows from Dave F. so we rockon that he's all right. Bob Gold is still in Calif¬ 
ornia. A nothcr Dave , who used to bo in tho ASDG is now in tho Navy Air Corps... 
Chuck N. has tho distinction of boing tho first nonber oftho group to be sent 
ovorsoas. 

OPEN HOUSE PARTIES OP THE ASDG WILL BE HELD ON THE SECOND AND FOURTH 

SATURDAYS OF EACH MONTH BEGINNING SEPTEMBER THE 1 E6 TH... 

1657 BROADWAY BETWEEN 51 and 52 S^reota. 

THE FEE, . AS USUAL, IS .55 TO COVER INSTRUCTION IN THE DANCES , RE¬ 
FRESHMENTS AND CHECKING. 







